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We hope that you all had a good Christmas and New Year, which now does seem a long time ago, and that 

you are looking forward to the fast approaching Easter Break!      
 
During the past 4 months we have bid farewell to Maggie Bates as our Chair, welcomed new Chair Ruth Tellis  
at the December AGM, enjoyed a Christmas Group outing to Finkley Down Farm,  have been part of the 
Christmas Giving Day with Newbury Building Society, had our 1st Lottery Draw and are about to roll out a new 
‘Big Hopes Big Futures Project’ to infant schools during the summer term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Newsletter... 
 

 

 

Our Annual General Meeting was held on Wednesday 2nd December 2016 at Dame Mary Fagan House                     
and was well attended by trustees, staff, volunteers, outside agencies and by Councillor Anne Court, 
Mayor of Basingstoke & Deane.  As always our amazing team of staff, trustees and volunteers produced a 
large amount of delicious cakes for the AGM. One of our new volunteers Nicola Selwyn suggested that we sold 
any remaining cakes within Dame Mary Fagan House and, together with the toy sale that was held after the 
AGM, we raised a total of £183 for Home-Start NWH.   
 
Thank you so much everyone and special thanks to staff member Jane Beckwith who set up the  
conference room to look like a Christmas Winter Wonderland! 
 

 

 

                                                                                 

 

 

 

  

  

 

AGM update! 
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The Home-Start NWH Lottery was formerly launched at the AGM by Maggie Bates, Chair and Cllr. Anne Court, 
Mayor of Basingstoke. The first lottery draw took place on the 5th February 2016, the winning number was 83 and 
the amount won was £73! 

 
    

                                      
            Lottery Launch at the AGM!                                               1st Lottery Draw! 

 

We have had a good membership response, but as always we still need more of you. 
We had hoped to start the draw with 100 tickets sold. 

Not quite there yet! 
You may join any day, any month during the year, so please join the fun, ask your friends and family to support this 

worth while project. 
Thank you! 

Liz Narracott & Karin Jardine-Brown - Trustees 

 

   

 

 
 
 
 
Ruth's professional background is in Publishing. She 
worked for Macmillan Publishing for many years but is 
now a free lancing publishing consultant.  Ruth has 
volunteered in Youth Clubs, PTA, been a school 
Governor, where she met Maggie Bates, and became 

a volunteer with Home-Start NWH 6½ years ago 
visiting families either side of her working day. Ruth felt 
that as a full-time worker being able to support families 
at morning and tea time demonstrates the flexibility 
that Home-Start NWH is able to offer to families and 
volunteers.  After becoming self-employed in January 
2015 Ruth was no longer able to work as a volunteer 
and asked if she could become a Trustee.  Ruth has 
stayed friends with many of the families that she 
volunteered with. 
 
Ruth is very excited at becoming Chair and is looking 
forward to the challenging year ahead working with 
staff, trustees and volunteers. 

                     RUTH 

   Introducing New Chair - Ruth Tellis 
 
 
 
 
However, the AGM wasn't just about eating cake 
and listening to the yearly accounts.  We celebrated the 
hard work and support that, as Chair, Maggie Bates has 
given to Home-Start NWH. Maggie felt that after being in 
post for many years it was time for her to stand down from 
this role to spend more time with her husband and 
grandchildren. Gifts were presented to Maggie from Staff 
and Trustees. 
 
Maggie thanked Staff and Trustees for their appreciation 
and gave special credit to all Home-Start NW volunteers 
who carry out a wonderful job volunteering - without them 
she said "There would be no Home-Start NWH" 
 
The good news is that Maggie has very kindly agreed to 
stay on as a Trustee and we look forward to continue 
working with her in the future. 

 

                  MAGGIE 

 

Celebrating Maggie Bates as Chair 

Home-Start NWH Lottery Launch & Draw 



 

Web: www.homestart-nwhampshire.org.uk/                                                                  schemeNEWS Issue 05/03 

E.mail homestart.nwhants@live.co.uk   Phone: 01256 405988 Page 3 

 
  

 
 
 
Thank you to all who completed the volunteer survey at the end of last year.  It provided the trustees with 
some very useful feedback and some interesting points were raised in the many constructive comments 
which we received.  Since the survey was anonymous and confidential I can’t share all of the responses, but 
here are some interesting stats that were collected. 
 
Of the volunteers who responded to the survey: 
 

• 80% are spending more than 2 hours per week on HSNWH activities 
• 56% only volunteer for HSNWH (not any other charities or societies) 
• 96% are satisfied with communication 
• 77% feel that their work makes a lot or great deal of impact (the remainder said it made ‘some’ 

impact) 
• 100% feel appreciated by the organisation 
• 87% likely or extremely likely to continue volunteering for HSNWH 

I think that the results show how great our staff are at supporting and communicating with volunteers. 
I would love to hear from anyone who has any comments or suggestions about how to improve our services.  

Feel free to contact me ruthptellis@gmail.com.      Ruth Tellis  Chair of Trustees 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 

Farewell to 
Maggie Bates 
as Chair 

 

 

 

     Volunteer Survey 

 

                                   
 
 
It is with a lot of sadness that I am saying Goodbye to Homestart NW Hants after 11 years.  I joined the first 
ever prep-course back in the original days of us being Homestart Clere.  There were 4 volunteers on the 
course with Philippa facilitating it and the part-time new administrator attending as part of her induction 
training.  I don’t know what current volunteers memories are of their training course, but we laughed till we 
cried some weeks.  It was great fun and a learning curve for us all. 
I then worked as a volunteer for 3 years with several families, many of whom had twins.  Then I had a triplet 
family!!! The memory of helping that mum take 3 tiny babies to the TAMBA group is a nightmare that will live 
with me forever – mum and all 3 babies in tears!  On the back of a discussion with Philippa the Home-Start 
Multiple Birth Group was born – offering the mums a lot of support at the group and time to chat with other 
multiple birth mums.  Coffees and lunch were also included – something the mums asked for and the 
highlight of all the groups ever since.  After about 6 months of the group I joined Home-Start as a member of 
staff with the responsibility for running the MBG and developing other groups.  Over those 8 years I have led 
a family group in Tadley for vulnerable mums, supported teenage mums, a Supper and Support Group for 
dads (it’s surprising how much dads will reveal their problems when eating treacle tart and custard!),and led 
a Parenting Course with the aid of other professionals.  The MBG has continued throughout and the 
Basingstoke Family Group has been running for 6 years. 
As I am a Home Economist, food has always been a part of the job – catering at groups, teaching teenage 
mums to cook, catering for AGM’s and more cake bakes than I care to remember!  
With the families I have had lovely trips to Finkley Farm Park, Four Kingdoms, local farms and numerous 
parks.  I have also visited more unusual places such as the UK Immigration Centre to sort out asylum status 
for a family! 
But life moves on and the Bailey family  have had many changes in the last 6 months.  I am now joining my 
husband to help him run his firm which will also allow us the freedom to take more time off together to do 
some of the activities on our “bucket list”.  I will continue to be a great supporter of the scheme and hopefully 

will see you at lots of events in the future.   Sue 

 

Farewell to Sue Bailey - Group Leader 
      
      
   

mailto:ruthptellis@gmail.com


 

Web: www.homestart-nwhampshire.org.uk/                                                                  schemeNEWS Issue 05/03 

E.mail homestart.nwhants@live.co.uk   Phone: 01256 405988 Page 4 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who used easy fundraising for their Christmas 
shopping - we have received a donation from them for £47.15! 

Just a reminder that there are nearly 3,000 retailers on board ready to 
make a donation, including Amazon, John Lewis, Aviva, the Trainline, 
and Sainsbury's - it doesn't cost you a penny extra. 

It's really simple, all you have to do is: 

1. Join - Go to the following website link - 
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/homestartnwhampshire2and 
sign up for free. 

2. Shop - Every time you shop online, go to easyfundraising.  Choose 
the retailer and start shopping. 

3. Raise - After you've checked out, the retailer will make a donation to 
your good cause with no extra cost whatsoever! 

 

We are always looking for new sponsors. If you, any of your friends, 
neighbours or relatives work in local businesses and feel  that they may 
be interested in offering  HSNWH financial, or any other support, such 
as providing sponsorship, please contact the office on 01256 405988 

and we will contact them directly.       Thank you!                                                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Julia Slowey has joined us as the Big 
Hopes Big Futures (BHBF)                     
Co-ordinator and will also be 
responsible for leading the 
Basingstoke Group on a Wednesday. 

 

Welcome Julia! 

 

For those of you who are not aware, 
Jane Beckwith, Co-ordinator, retires 
from the scheme on the 31st May 
2016.  A replacement for Jane will be 
appointed during early May so Jane 
can help with their induction.          

. 
 

 

 

 

vBaiew.... JVade's Story 

 

Thank You 
 

Number Crunching 
 

 

We bid farewell to volunteers Lesley & Jo.  We 
thank them for all their efforts in supporting 
Home-Start North West Hampshire and  wish 
them all the best in their future endeavours. 

 

 

 Dates for your Diary: 

Spring-Time Ramble at Greywell House on Sunday 
17th April 2016 - Tickets £8.  Children under 16 
admitted free, refreshments included! 
 
Jazz Night/Hogg Roast at Cheam School on Friday 
27th May 2016 at 7pm-10pm, Tickets £20 - which 
includes a £5 donation to Home-Start NWH.  No 
under 18's admitted to this event. 
 
For tickets please contact the office on 01256 
405988 or via email homestart.nwhants@live.co.uk 

 
        

 

Active home 

visiting/Group 

volunteers. 

43 

 

Children 

supported since 

1st April 2015. 
 

237 
 

 

Requests for 

support received 

since 1st April 

2015. 
 

 80 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                            

 

3 Steps to easy Fundraising! 

       Corporate Funding 

 Home-Start NWH Staff Updates 

Forthcoming Information Sessions  
at Dame Mary Fagan House, 
Basingstoke:- 
 
Sebastian Action Trust Information 
Sharing Session on Wednesday 6th 
April 2016 @10:30pm-12:30pm.  
 
EMTAS Awareness Training on 
Wednesday 27th April 2016 @1pm-
2:30pm. 
 
Please contact the office on 01256 
405988 if you would like to attend. 

Wishing you all a very Happy Easter! 

 

 

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/homestartnwhampshire2

